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The Debate on the Integration of Democracy and Science: Philosophical
Examination and Practical Mirroring of the “Democratization of Science”
ZHANG Yanchao'*
(1. Research Center of Science, Technology and Social Development s Hunan Normal University s, Changsha 410081, China;
2. School of Marxism, Changsha University of Science and Technology s Changsha 410114, China)

Abstract: The “democratization of science” is a widely involved and controversial topic triggered by the social research of science.
The decisive role of the subject in resolving scientific disputes, the dual driving force of market demand and political logic to
scientific activities, and the localized nature of scientific knowledge collectively constitute the realistic basis of scientific
democratization. The main arguments against the democratization of science include the constraining effect of the object on the
subject” s cognition, the logic-driven scientific knowledge production and the universal applicability of scientific knowledge.
However, a dialectical perspective reveals that neither one-sided opposition to the democratization of science nor excessive praise
are conducive to science. As far as our country is concerned, scientific consultation is an integral component of the whole process
of people’s democracy, which can prevent the alienation of “Mr. Sci. ” from “Sci-viathan”. However, scientific consultation in
our country should be based on the improvement of the people’s scientific literacy, so as to prevent scientific consultation from
slipping into populism. Discarding the theoretical basis of the positions of both sides of science and democracy is an inherent
necessity for the advancement of Marxist philosophy of science.

Key words: the democratization of science; scientific knowledge production; Scientific epistemology; Scientific consulation;
Marxist scientific philosophy
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