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Research on the Types of Co-Ownership of Patent Rights for Employee Inventions and Creations
LIU Qiang
(Law School s Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In the types of co-ownership of patents for employee inventions and creations, the distinction between co-ownership by
shares and common co-ownership is derived from the relationship of property rights co-ownership. According to the position of co-
ownership relationship of patents for employee inventions and creations in civil property rights co-ownership, the classification can
be referentially applied by the rules of co-ownership by shares and common co-ownership. The recognition of co-ownership type of
patents for employee inventions and creations as co-ownership by shares will significantly increase the degree of freedom and
flexibility of joint owners in exercising their rights for employee inventions and creations. In the co-ownership relationship of patent
rights for employee inventions and creations, common co-ownership will help maintain a fair legal position among the parties,
while co-ownership by shares can enhance the economic efficiency of co-owned patents. In the recognition of co-ownership types of
patents for employee inventions and creations, the parties can make agreements on the co-ownership types and give priority to
recognizing the co-ownership types according to the content agreed upon by the parties. In cases where the co-owners fail to reach
a relative agreement, the type of co-ownership of patent rights can be presumed as co-ownership by shares, thereby fostering
advancements in the transfer and commercialization of employee-generated scientific and technological achievements.

Key words: employee inventions and creations; patent rights; type of co-ownership; co-ownership by shares; common co-

ownership
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