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Emergence of New Era Humanistic Economics from the Perspective of Marx’s Theory of Needs
LIANG Hao, WANG Xuan
(School of Marxism, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology s Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: Marx’s Theory of Needs demonstrates contextual duality within different analytical frameworks. In historical
materialism, needs manifest as the primal driver of material production activities, facilitating dynamic adaptation in human-nature
relations. In the critique of political economy, Marx employs the concept of needs to reveal the antagonism between workers’
developmental needs and capital” s accumulation imperatives under capitalist logic. Building on this theoretical foundation, the
emergence of New Era Humanistic Economics follows a tripartite generative logic. Historically, it responds to the evolutionary
interaction between escalating human needs and economic paradigm shifts, where aspirations for better living catalyze theoretical
innovation. Theoretically, it addresses the antinomy within capitalist production paradigms between technological advancement and
human alienation, proposing that material abundance enables transcendence of this contradiction. Practically, grounded in China’s
achievement of a moderately prosperous society, it systematically addresses contemporary demands including technological
innovation, cultural preservation, ecological harmony, and social cohesion. This tri-level analysis constitutes the epistemological
foundation for constructing a humanistic economics paradigm aligned with Chinese modernization.

Key words: New Era Humanistic Economics; Marx’ s Theory of Needs; material production activities; need for a better life;

emergence
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