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Villager Group Autonomy and Public Domain Reconstruction in Resource-Deficient Areas:
An Evidence from Y Village in West Henan Province
LI Xinru
(School of Politics and Public Administration s South China Normal University s Guangzhou 510630, China)

Abstract: The effective realization of village autonomy has long been a critical challenge in grassroots governance. Originated from
the suspension of village-level governance after the tax and fee reform, this issue has been exacerbated by the administrative
emphasis on “Model Villages” and the performance-driven incentives for village cadres. These dynamics have collectively hindered
grassroots self-governance, prompting the rise of villager group autonomy as an alternative mechanism. Villager groups now
assume territorial responsibilities, deliver localized public goods. and protect collective interests through self-organized governance.
The realization mechanism of villager group autonomy is mainly manifested in the authoritative recognition of the autonomous
entities, the inevitable requirement of the demand for autonomy, and the effective supply of autonomous resources. Accordingly,
an autonomous public domain is created. This public domain shows a self-circulating system which features with “election,
negotiation, and supervision”, in which “election” means that the election norms are the foundation, “negotiation” means
democratic consultation is the key, and “supervision” means that effective supervision functions as the guarantee. These
interdependent components collectively sustain the long-term viability of group autonomy.

Key words: villager group autonomy; resource-deficient areas; public domain; project implementation in rural areas
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