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Benjamin’s Critical Interpretation of the Relationship Between Fascism and Futurism:
On the Epilogue of The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological Reproducibility
WU Chang
(School of Marxism » Wuhan University » Wuhan » 430072, China)

Abstract; In the historical context of the 1930s, why was futurism swept up in the “aestheticization of politics” project promoted
by the fascist regimes of Italy and Germany? This question remains an unexplored ideological blank in Benjamin’s politicization of
arts. In the epilogue of The Work of Art in the Age of Its Mechanical Reproduction, Benjamin attempts to use “class” as a
starting point to explore a new aesthetic approach to analyze the intrinsic entanglement between fascism and futurism. Focusing on
the essential attributes, historical circumstances, and practical interests of the petty bourgeoisie, Benjamin outlines sufficient
reasons for futurism’ s inevitable descent into being a tool of fascism. On the one hand, the collusion between the petty
bourgeoisie, mired in identity anxiety, and the big bourgeoisie, intent on shifting its own crises, in the political arena, provides
both the opportunity for the rise of futurism and the prerequisite for the spread of fascism. thus constituting the initial condition for
their mutual support. On the other hand, the petty bourgeoisie’ s unrealistic ambition for independence and autonomy, resonating
with the big bourgeoisie” s increasingly imperialist expansionist mentality, simultaneously creates the fertile ground for the
transformation of futurism”s cult of strength into war fever. In the end, both are typical means of the political subversion of
autonomous art. Taking this as the entry point, Benjamin returns to his original theoretical conception, emphasizing that the
politicization of art is the reliable path to dispel the illusion of the “aestheticization of politics”.
Key words: Benjamin; fascism; futurism; the petty bourgeoisie; “aestheticization of politics”
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