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Decline or Transcendence? Rethinking Habermas’s Theory
of the Public Sphere in the Digital Age

WU Jing

(School of Journalism and Communication s Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: Based on Habermas’ s critical analysis of the digital public sphere, this paper explores the new
characteristics of the digital public sphere. Influenced by mediatization, the traditional public sphere has evolved
from an intermediary space into a “meta-space”. Social media have activated the “plebeian public sphere”, long
overlooked by Habermas, enabling the practice of democracy within this pluralistic and everyday public sphere.
However, this fluid and contingent public sphere faces multiple crises in its temporal dimension. Algorithmic
politics has, to some extent, altered the operational conditions of deliberative democracy and introduced new
influences on the configuration of social power structures. This shift has made it possible for the political ontology of
social media to transcend the digital public sphere, evolving into a combination of potential relationships and f{luid
practices between humans and technology, as well as among technologies themselves.
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