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Constructing a New Type of Human-Machine Relationship in the Intelligent Era.

A Perspective from Marx’s Narrative Logic of “the System of Machinery”

WANG Yaqi
(School of Marxism, Shandong Second Medical University , Weifang 261053, China)

Abstract: To address the anxiety induced by the rapid development of artificial intelligence, we argue for a return to
Marx’s narrative logic of “the system of machinery”. Marx notes that the system of machinery is the materialization
of “general intellect” in the society. The system of machinery not only promotes the development of productivity,
but also becomes a tool to exploit and squeeze workers. Al is essentially an artifact of intelligent technology, but its
intelligent characteristics have brought many uncertainties and risks to the development of contemporary society.
Therefore, we should take measures to prevent the potential risks. It is suggested that a new type of human-
machine relationship, featuring human-machine integration, human-machine co-competence and human-machine
shared empathy, should be established, so that Al can become a driving force to promote social progress and speed
up human’s liberation.

Key words: artificial intelligence; the system of machinery; human-machine relationship; narrative logic

(REHE:E k)



