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Relational Labor and Its Operational Logic in Agricultural Employment
from the Perspective of Common Prosperity:

A Case Study of Chen Village in Southwestern Shanxi Province

XU Hongyu

(School of Sociology s Beijing University of Technology. Beijing 100124, China)

Abstract: Guided by the goal of common prosperity. employment production not only optimizes agricultural
production and operation models. but also strengthens rural social collaboration and consolidates rural governance
foundations. Field research in Chen Village reveals that moral relations strengthen the employment structure, trust
relations mitigate interest distribution while contractual relations shift toward local ethics. Accordingly, the
agricultural labor process is embedded in this relational structure, with both employers and laborers relying on it,
thus forming relational labor. Relational labor, based on the operationalization of relations, implicitly motivates
labor, empowers governance practices, and promotes social equity, thus constituting a three-tier logic of
“foundation-adaptation-consolidation” that supports common prosperity. The generation of relational labor is deeply
influenced by the characteristics of agricultural employment production and the nature of capital. Meanwhile, the
negative impacts of relational labor should be guarded against. the relational constraints under oligarchic governance
should be avoided, and an order balancing human feelings and interests in rural society should be constructed.

Key words: relational labor; labor process; agricultural employment; common prosperity
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Philosophical Biology, Phenomenology of Life and “the Deep Continuity of Life and Mind”

ZHU Yaoping

(Department of Philosophy . Soochow University, Jiangsu Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract: The continuity between life and mind can be classified into “weak continuity” and “strong continuity”.
The former emphasizes the inherent connection between mind and life, viewing the mind as an embodied subject that
is alive and actively constructs the world. It considers cognition as a process through which living systems adapt to
their environment and create a meaningful surrounding world for themselves. The latter, often referred to as the
“deep continuity of life and mind”, focuses on the “mentality of life” rather than the “life-like nature of mind”. Va-
rela’s theory of autopoiesis and Jonas’s phenomenology of life both, independently, regard the essential characteris-
tics of living systems, such as formal unity, openness, autonomy, and purposiveness, as manifestations of the
“mentality of life” or the “deep continuity of life and mind”.

Key words: Varela; Jonas; autopoiesis; metabolism; the continuity of life and mind
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