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@ Jens Borchert & Stephan Lessenichs Claus Offe and the Critical Theory of the Capitalist State s Routledge, 2016, pp.
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@ Claus Offe, Contradictions of the Welfare State » MIT Press, 1984, pp. 67-73.
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@ Charles Murray, Losing Ground ; American Social Policy, 1950—1980 , Basic Books, 1984, p. 34.
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® Lawrence M. Mead, Welfare Policy: The Administrative Frontier , Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Vol.
15, No. 4, 1996, p. 589.
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BURHIZ T , 55 sh B g bl i b B 5 N EARB B ALK ” (entrepreneur of the self) , W
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® Matthew Watson & Colin Hay, The Discourse of Globalisation and the Logic of No Alternative: Rendering the
Contingent Necessary in the Political Economy of New Labour, Policy and Politics, Vol. 31, No. 3, 2003, p. 297.
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PR BORZ b, A B RO 32 SO A I 21 T IR Z BRSO TR R AL, 7 20 4D
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RE ) S A AR FRAE BRI T 2B 0 5 B PE BOR K AN N RS TEAh . 2% 1 Pl SR AR GEsen
XA B FRORE U S O I S E AN AR . il 25 ) ] R R 2k (Front National) {5
] TR i i [ B (TR B ) D Fe A s A ] %6 5 3¢ (Alternative fiir Deutschland, AfD) if
B R T R RS v R K B AR T ERE AR RS TR TAR S I s N B HREBR TR Sb

T4, A S RO 2 SRR R B 19 28 4 ) [ R BT 2 — 2B 51 T TR 200 By BUAR 4E
X2 B (A% O TPk AR ] ] 2 1) 38 3l 1 R o 2 K — Rl i R DA T] ) Il 1 £ B =X, D
“REAIP LI L7 (Welfare Chauvinism) o 1“4 H 70 3C 32 507 B 2 24 28 A AU fi] SRS HESM 2
HAR J5 T A ) L R [ ) R ] 2 S s e 5 4 R AR TEBR Ut sl v 22 1) o8 i A IS4

VO 5 R AR 32 SO I R, AR AR 0B DA B I S Bl 5 = S i — A ST e - 7 4
2 E R HE R AR AR RS B A 19 g AR R 4, ZEAR R AR T AN S5 1 4
BRUESE ST T LA KA 423K 757 (Global South) B RGEAERIZF, SR, Bl IR G AL I
ZT AR & 5 AR AE TN B R B AR FRE T X 2 b o Rl VR AR AR th T30 20
RIS A AR B T B FENV R 22 55 FE AL ARS8 AN HE 4RSS 1 A ] ) 2R O i [l 20 )7
R R 8 AR ) 22 TC 10 AR 22 5 1 R N FF T I, AR A 8 R 4 S A B b 1 By L

D Ralf Dahrendorf, The Third Way and Liberty: An Authoritarian Streak in Europe’s New Center , Foreign Affairs,
Vol. 78, No. 5, 1999, p. 13.
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th 5 FLVFBURFTHIME R 1Y BRF0E7 ARSI AR T BKF- 19 5 Sl kb B4 78 i 7B
B PR ) s X AR AR B B R 1B BB A T . O TR RS U VF 2 TS A B
LT o) HE A P A AR A 75

B ARAND SCE M2 R R AL B AR IE T MR S AR R BEAR F SR 5 2
FRPEAN -5 A 35 RORE 3 SORHL % Ml e 4 0y X2 A% IRl 437 TS [ A ) S R (6 1 3 B ) B
T MURE SN IE R A S — AP HEAAE A B S T 48R B AN TR LA P R M A
YT JE 7 IH AR, SETERETE U IR % 5 W R 4 (0 4 B v di 984 25 A IR PR Gl R
AR RN 5 SR A A R ] S T A 1K P 0 T 12 ) R AR R 2R 5 g A 2 ORI 22 1) i )
LRI PATITAS T s 4 o A SE I 7 ) ] B PR 22 v

H.RiE

TR ARG 7 A 32 AR [ R 2SRRI A B A AT DL e B, A ) ) ) 1 28 6 A i p
F18) A A 8 8 17 o) W S ] S0 ) 4 8l S oz i o — 37 ph e AS 2 0 2 Sl LS SE A S B R
SR FRGEIE AR i A o T2 0 g s R TR — AR HRVR TR Gy B SR R
AR BT EE A AR Lt . BTN 2 AR S5 | A ot » T A 40 5 10 8 . BV AR B
[ B 2 20 A il B T, S0 1 AR 3k ) 5 [ BOR A9 S Bt A . i i R AT AR R S
-3k 4 2R 9 BILE T 3 SCRR A [ 57 e ik B R A 3 SCAK S S0 g i v ) — B s 4
HEACYR T IE G C AR VS I BUA GG I TR BE DL BRSSP 55 " IR RS
WK% 2 50 a7, SR X T i@ 0w E E e M A ey, b
A ARAIHEZ H 25 8 R BRI ™ T 25 PRI AT L 2 R 1 R, HR R R TE 2K
AL B 2 rpr S AMEE AT B 525 T 55 3l 0 17 35 8 5 AR P 5% o S il R b ) 1
S 0 AR A AR TR DN Dy A7 38 ROKE 32 SO AR SR T R R BOR 1, 2, MR el ke
KB, BEAS 32 SO PRI B A AN T2 6] A 2 DT 23 g 3 ki L T B st A At = 4 1 b S
F= S5 E R 55 AR D R G TEART

AT E AR S RS EEAATEG M 587 31X — B A7 40 Wy, T 7E b BEfilf b 3 —
a7 X WA EPIE S Z IR AT R 2 BA N TERY P s SE 26 2 4, 45— Flopn i B S
T W AERT— PSR A S IR PR G L T B AR B8 T AR T, 2 [RGB — A AT 18 TR 4 25 25 4
SEZE” N SHASHLE . X — B AR A [ 500 fa L2 B [ ) 25 R PR T AR A PERRAE . Y
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The Contestation Between the Logic of Capital and the Social Contract:
A Critique of the Ideologies of the Contemporary Capitalist Welfare States

XIE Jing
(School of Marxism, East China Normal University » Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: A critical analysis of neoliberalism and other major ideologies within contemporary Western welfare states
clearly reveals how the logic of capital transforms its own accumulated crises into a systematic dismantling of the
post-war universal social contract. In this process, neoliberalism, through its fundamental negation of state
intervention, shifts the costs and risks of social reproduction onto individuals, creating a privatization of risks.
Conservatism interprets structural poverty as a moral defect of the individual. thereby driving welfare toward
punitive, conditional discipline. While the “Third Way”, employing the rhetoric of “social investment”, demands
that workers become “entrepreneurs of the self”, thereby completing the comprehensive commodification and
governmentalization of individual life. And lastly, right-wing populism, leveraging identity politics, turns internal
deprivation into a struggle over resources among ethnic groups, constructing an exclusionary model of “welfare
chauvinism”. Together, these four ideologies form a closed loop in which discursive renewal masks structural
continuity, pushing the welfare states toward conditional, punitive, and exclusionary outcomes, ultimately plunging
them into a severe institutional paralysis. This crisis is not merely a manifestation of the structural conflict between
the logic of capital accumulation and democratic legitimacy. but also a crisis of alienation that reduces “the human
being” to a “market factor”. The deep logic of this crisis not only reflects the predicament of Western governance
paradigms but also provides a profound negative lesson and theoretical reference for China’s path to modernization:
one that transcends “capital supremacy”, upholds “people supremacy”, and explores a new, inclusive social security
system.

Key words: welfare states; the logic of capital; ideological critique; structural contradiction; social contract
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